SUPPLEMENTARY DATA: presence/absence data for "chemosynthetic-environment endemic" macro-and megafaunal taxa at Longqi vent field on the Southwest Indian Ridge and 13 well-studied hydrothermal vent fields on neighbouring seafloor spreading centres, compiled from the literature (Central Indian Ridge: Kairei, Edmond, Solitaire, and Dodo fields 2, 20, 22, 26 ; East Scotia Ridge, Southern Ocean: E2 and E9 fields 3, 17, 31, 32, 33 ; Mid-Atlantic Ridge: Lucky Strike, Rainbow, Broken Spur, TAG, Snake Pit, Ashadze-1, and Logatchev fields 2, 25, 27, 28, 29, 30 ).
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